
$1.7M for CLSA research projects
On May 29, the Honourable Jane Philpott, Minister of Health, 
announced the Government of Canada is providing a total of $1.7 
million to support 25 projects to be carried out by researchers across 
the country to analyze baseline data from the Canadian Longitudinal 
Study on Aging (CLSA).

2017 data access application deadline 
The next deadline for submitting data access applications is October 
16, 2017.

When planning for your project, please include in your timeframe at 
least six months from the application submission deadline to the 
time you receive your dataset. Please visit the CLSA website for 
tips and additional information on the data access process. 
Questions should be directed to access@clsa-elcv.ca.

Research projects using CLSA data 
To date, more than 90 projects using the CLSA research platform 
have been approved. Several approved users have presented 
preliminary results, which have been featured as part of CLSA 
Webinar Series:

In May 2017, Dr. Philip St. John, an associate professor and
head of geriatric medicine at the University of Manitoba,
presented Multimorbidity in Canada. The webinar examined
the relationship between disease combinations and if they are
more common in older people or in people with lower income
and education.
In June 2017, Dr. Megan O'Connell, an associate professor of
psychology at the University of Saskatchewan, presented
Factorial Invariance of the Centre for Epidemiological Studies
Depression Scale (CES-D). A 10-item short form (CES-D-10)
is used in the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA)
and measures two distinct factors related to depressive
systems: depressed affect and lack of positive affect.

To view the complete list of approved project summaries, visit our 
website. Approved researchers interested in presenting as part of 
the CLSA Webinar Series should contact Carol Bassim, CLSA 
scientific manager. The 2017-18 CLSA Webinar Series will resume in 
September.
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Recording available: Cognition in the
CLSA
Cognition in the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA) was
the focus of a public event hosted by the University of Victoria on
April 27, 2017. Dr. Holly Tuokko, a professor of psychology at the
University of Victoria, presented her research on the development of
normative data and comparison standards for the cognition
measures in the CLSA. The presentation was followed by a
discussion with Dr. Debra Sheets, an associate professor of nursing
and CLSA local site principal investigator at the University of Victoria,
and Dr. Scott Hofer, director of the Institute on Aging & Lifelong
Health at the University of Victoria.

Recording available: CLSA Research
Update
On May 16, the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA) site at
the University of Calgary held a CLSA Research Update Event. The
presentation featured Dr. David Hogan, local site principal
investigator of the CLSA Calgary Site. Dr. Hogan is a physician and
specialist in geriatric medicine and founder of the Division of
Geriatric Medicine in the Department of Medicine at the University of
Calgary.

Upcoming IAGG symposium and
recent presentations

Join us for “The Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging
(CLSA): A Platform for Research on Aging” at the IAGG World 
Congress of Gerontology & Geriatrics in San Francisco, CA, on

July 25 at 8 a.m.  Presentations will focus on projects using 
CLSA data to explore topics such as multimorbidity, sensory 
loss and health inequities.
On June 1, CLSA researchers Drs. Mark Oremus and Lauren 
Griffith, along with Dr. Istvan Molnar-Szakacs, CLSA data 
access officer, presented on accessing CLSA data during the 
annual Canadian Society for Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Conference in Banff, Alberta. Dr. Oremus also presented 
preliminary findings of his CLSA research on social support 
availability and depression.
Dr. Christina Wolfson, co-principal investigator of the CLSA, 
presented the CLSA platform to researchers, trainees, and 
graduate students at the CIHR Summer Program in Aging 
(SPA) in Montreal, Quebec.

View all the 2017 presentations here.
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Research opportunities in aging
Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship, Gerontology Research
Centre, Simon Fraser University
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Epidemiology of Aging, University
of Ottawa
McMaster Institute for Research on Aging Post-Doctoral
Fellowships in Aging Research

CLSA team news

CLSA Webinar Series 2016-17
Mobility in Older Irish Adults: Evidence from TILDA was presented 
by Dr. Orna Donoghue, project manager for the Irish Longitudinal 
Study on Ageing (TILDA). Her research interests focus on the 
factors influencing walking and mobility in older Irish adults, with a 
particular focus on how these can predict adverse outcomes such as 
falls, disability, and cognitive decline.

Heart Failure: The Perfect Storm in an Aging Society was presented 
by Dr. George Heckman, associate professor with the School of 
Public Health and Health Systems at the University of Waterloo and 
the Schlegel Research Chair for Geriatric Medicine at the University 
of Waterloo Research Institute for Aging.

Audrey Blandford, data collection site coordinator at the 
Winnipeg site, retired in April after many years of dedicated 
service with the CLSA.
Melina Elliott has been appointed coordinator of the CLSA 
data collection and telephone interview sites in Winnipeg.
Dr. Geva Maimon has joined the CLSA as a statistician based 
at the Statistical Analysis Centre.
Dr. Josko Ivica, a post-doctoral fellow at the CLSA, has been 
accepted to post-doctoral training program in clinical 
biochemistry at McMaster University.
Dr. Istvan Molnar-Szakacs, CLSA data access officer, wrote a 
chapter in a recently published book titled “Music and 
Empathy”.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgjuMhp4AHQ&feature=youtu.be
http://tilda.tcd.ie/
http://tilda.tcd.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DB3PBRmd7dk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.clsa-elcv.ca/doc/2259
https://www.clsa-elcv.ca/doc/2259
https://www.clsa-elcv.ca/doc/2260
https://www.clsa-elcv.ca/doc/2260
http://mira.mcmaster.ca/research/funding-opportunities
http://mira.mcmaster.ca/research/funding-opportunities
https://www.routledge.com/Music-and-Empathy/King-Waddington/p/book/9781472445803
https://www.routledge.com/Music-and-Empathy/King-Waddington/p/book/9781472445803


In the media
The work of the CLSA has been featured by various news media in
the last few months.

The McGill Reporter featured Dr. Christina Wolfson, co-
principal investigator of the CLSA, for her CIHR-funded
research to study aging among Canadian veterans.
SFU News highlighted Dr. Andrew Wister’s CLSA research
project on resiliency in older Canadians.
McMaster Daily News showcased six McMaster researchers
leading projects funded through the CIHR Catalyst Grant
program.
McMaster researcher Dr. Brenda Vrkljan’s CLSA project on
driving cessation among older adults was highlighted in
The Hamilton Spectator.
Dr. Vanessa Taler, local site principal investigator of the CLSA
in Ottawa, talked about the CLSA platform on 580 CFRA.
Dr. Parminder Raina, lead principal investigator of the CLSA,
spoke to Science For The People about the CLSA research
platform.

Help celebrate health research
The Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) wants to feature
the life-changing research being conducted in Canada. Celebrate
health research by sharing your story for Canada 150.
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