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for the CLSA.
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data collection tools.
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Data Preview Portal

Welcome to the DataPreview Portal for the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA)

Alphanumeric data collected from more than 51,000 participants at baseline are now avallable

Before exploring the variables in the DataPreview Portal, please familiarize yourself

with the study protocol and data collection tools used In the study
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Data Collection
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Datasets

collection of the CLSA

Access the questionnaires used by the CLSA since it began data
collection in 2011. If you would like to search keywords of interest
we recommend downloading the questionnaires and using
CTRL+F, Command+F or the search function of your web

browsel

Access the CLSA DataPreview Portal. The variable search tool is
designed to enable researchers to locate items of interest within
avallable data. If you are new to using the portal, we recommend
you read the Frequently Asked Questions. Currently, the

DataPreview Portal is only available in English
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Dataset Search Tool
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Datasets
A Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA) dataset holds and describes variables
collected from participants at each wave of data collection. The variable search tool is Dataset Search
designed to enable researchers to locate items of interest within available data collected Maziables available in the haseim@Wata release, with filtering and
from CLSA participants.
curt The Dataset Search tool is designed -
minu H H 5 ang B
2 10 enable you to find basic Data not yet available

information on the variables within
available data. Please also consult
the Data not yet available page.

Dats
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Data Not Yet Avallable

In addition to the information provided below,
please consult the CLSA Data Checklist

Q? (available for download in the Data Access

clsa élcv Zoiamn

About Us : Participants :

Application Documents) for a more detailed
summary of data that are currently available or
not yet available.

Partners : Reseal

Data not yet available

As part of the CLSA, a large amount of information is collected on participants in many ferms, including questionnaire data, biospecimens and physical measurements. The process of
reviewing and preparing this information for researchers is complex. Some of this information is still in the precess of review and as a result is not yet available for researchers.

Questionnaire Data Physical Assessments
- Medications - Images from DEXA (Bone density & bio-impedance)
- Images for Carotid Intima Medla Thickness
Status: Under review, please check the website for updates. - Images for Plaque

- Retinal Scan Images

Biospecimens Status: Please check the website for updates.

- Blood
- Urine

Please email bbc@clsa-elcv.ca if you have any questions
concerning blospecimen access.
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Variable Search

» Please read the SMART TIPS before you begin
 When you arrive on the front page of the DPP, take some

9 .
& DataPreview time to familiarize yourself with its layout.

SMART TIPS / »

« \Vanables fromgft Baseline interviews are preselected by default. To imit your search. select/deselect each under the ‘Dataset tab on the left

e ctimormaen |« Variables from all 4 Baseline datasets are preselected by
default (CMCQ, COM, TMCQ & TRM)

» When searching multiple terms, de

Variable Dataset ‘ * : Q

> Vanable properties
“aill © CMCQ|COM|TMCQ | TRM~ %
> Additional information

> Areas of Information

Datasets (4) 10 v

OARS scale Able to take care of appearance COM
B 8BS scale: Able to take care of appearance IB_M
 Variable Search results are presented in a list, and include: o

* Variable Name TRM

« Variable Label
« Dataset (source of the variable)
Q>

Vanables (5,197)

> Constructs for cognitive functioning and
mental health

> Constructs for general health

> Constructs for the social domain

Canadian Longiludinal Study on Aging
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Selecting a CLSA dataset

0N\ ~ :
<> DataPreview Portal « To restrict your search, you can select/deselect each of
the four datasets under the Dataset Tab on the left
SMART TIPS » For example, you can choose to search only data from
. "-j’anablc:-? from ailSasehne|xit§r‘.'|e'.‘.s are preselected by the COMPREH ENSIVE assessment (COM’ CMCQ) by
e Search for Areas of Information or Scales using the se; . .
- For Variable Names and Labels o e cearcn e . UNCHECKING the two Tracking datasets
« When searching muitiple terms, default search mode is a SMART TIP If you a”OW your cursor to hover over the
dataset acronym (CMCQ, COM, TMCQ, TRM), a longer

Bl | description of the dataset will appear.

v Dataset properties

M2l © CMCQ|COM~
» Acronyr
¢ CMCQ 1
¢ COM 1 Vanables (3,362) Dataseis"a 10 v ICUEETE DA R 1 - 10 of 3362
T >
MCQ
RM Name Label Dataset
ADL_ABLAP COM OARS ile. Able to take care P [ C(
ADL_ABLED COM OARS scale: Able to get out of bed [
DARS scale: Able to take bath COoM
JARS scale: Able to dress CON
ADL ABLFD COM JARS scale Able to feed COM
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Searching the DPP

Q> DataPreview Portal
There are 3 main ways to search the DPP:

SMART TIPS  Using the Search Box

« Vanables from all Baseline int

. search o Areas ot nformal © USING the Variable Search Fields

« Forvariable Names and Lat. - LJsing the Drop-down Menus

* When searching multiple te

ataset

v Variable properties Using the Search Fields

— « Variable name
(INJ_ BRKN_COM;
ALC HVST TRM;...)

« Variable label (food,
stress, injury,...)

« A combination of terms

v Label

(“alcohol consumption”’;

> Additional information “healthy ag’ng ”,.- . )

> Areas of Information

> Constructs for cognitive functioning and
mental health

e (Constructs

Able

Able W

Able to take bath c

Using the Search Box

! Using the Drop-down Menus
- » Areas of Information

Areas of Information (Lifestyle,
Diseases, Medication,...)
Scales (Life-space assessment,

z

O
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Kessler Psychological Distress,...
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Searching by
Areas of Information or Scales

&> DataPreview Portal

SMART TIPS

« \ariables from all Baseline interviews are preselected by default. To limit your search, select/deselect each under the 'Dataset’ tab on the left
» Search for Areas of Information or Scales using the search bar below

» For Variable Names and Labels, use the search fields under the “Vanable' tab

« When searching multiple terms, default search mode 1s a conjunction (AND). To switch to (OR), use the Advanced option

Variable Dataset u e

> Varnable properties

=

> Additional information — H Psychalogical distress and emotions
v Areas of Information )
Variables (3,362) Datasets (2) 10 A « <« 1 2 3 BT 1 - 10 of 3362

» Socio-Gamograpnic and economic

Mame « Areas of Information (Aol) group together variables
I R e e, around a common theme
1 » Areas of Information (Lifestyle, Diseases,
| Medication,...) and Scales (Life-space
: hiamse wsRst - assessment, Kessler Psychological Distress,...)
Sk sssecot - can be searched in the search bar, or from the
soseencol dropdown menu on the left
* For example, the search term ‘depression’ brings
up both the CES-D Scale and the ‘Psychological
distress and emotions’ Aol

» Health status and functional imitations

» Medication and supplements
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Searching by Variable Name

Q> DataPreview Portal
If you have already consulted the Data Collection Tools, and

SMART TIPS .- . g
s e, @re familiar with the name of the variables you are

.« search or Areas of ntorm. INtETEStEd N, You can enter them in the search field directly.
[ e — For example, ‘DEP’ is part of the name for all variables from
2 the CES-D Depression Scale.

Varniable  Dataset : ' Q
v Vanable properies
m @ O CMCQ|COM~ x i E O Namematch(DEP) ~ 158

» Name

1-100f 12
» Labsl Label Dataset
> Additional information CES-D 10 scale: Frequency easily botherad COM
% Areas of Information CES-D 10 scale: Frequency feel everything is an effort cOoM
D1 le: F incy fi
> Constructs for cognitive functioning and e o o Ecelian pivcoec L
mental hasth CES-D 10 scale Frequency feel fearful or tearful COM
> Constructs for general heaith CES-D 10 scale: Frequency feel could not ‘get going’ coM

Q>
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Q> DataPreview Por

SMART TIPS

o Vanables from all Baseline interviews
¢ Search for Areas of Information or Scales
« For Variable Names and Labels, use the s

* When searching multiple terms, default sea

Searching by Variable Label

You can search using Variable Labels by entering them in the

search field directly. Please note, however, this search is not

likely to return an exhaustive list of variables.

* You can search using Variable Labels such as ‘depression’,
‘alcohol’, ‘aging’,...

* You can also search using a combination of terms, such as

P/ A1

‘healthy aging”, “alcohol consumption”’,...

SMART TIP: If you use double quotes () around your search
terms, you will get results containing only that precise term
(“alcohol consumption”) in the label. If you do not use double
guotes around your search terms, you will get results
corresponding to both terms (i.e. ‘alcohol’ + ‘consumption’).

e, Label Dataset

DPR AGE Age | epre M M
PR_CLINDEP_COM Clinic al depressi LOM
PR_CURRMED IND COM 1 least or ressi idated By YE M
PR_EVERMED COM E taker t M
PR_MEDCUR M ntly taking r | COM
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Obtaining Descriptive Statistics

DPR_CLINDEP_COM @ SMART TIP: You can click on the

name of a variable in your search

- the actual question that was

Overview ask_ed o .

o e basic descriptive statistics

Vil Typa L]

T 16.4% of Comprehensive
Categories cohort participants responded
e Lo wasing YES to the question “Has a

; - doctor ever told you that you

: e g suffer from clinical

: rees v depression?”

Statistics
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Need More Information?

About Us : Participants ;| Partners | Researchers | Data Access : Stay Informed

F AQS For additional information about
Data Access the CLSA, please consult the
Frequently Asked Questions on

Data Access

DataPreview Portal our website.

. Still have questions?
Data Release Timelines How do I get a Email us:
Data Access Application access@clsa-elcv.ca
Process Which data forfreeareasranmeoes

Data Access Application
PP What do I do if I would like to obtain biospecimens?

Documents
Data and Biospecimens What if there appears to be an error or omission in my data?
FAQs

> Data Access Questions Can I apply for data as an international researcher?

> DataPreview Portal Questions

> Application Questions What are the fees for access to CLSA data?
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